DNA synthesis during yeast sporulation: genetic control of an early developmental event.
In yeast the mating type alleles a and a also control sporulation; heterozygous strains (a/a) sporulate while homozygous strains (a/a or a/a) do not. Net DNA synthesis, an early event preceding sporulation, occurred normally in the heterozygous strains but did not occur in the homozygous strains. Therefore, the a/a allelles also influence early development well before spore formation begins.